JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
previous section, but to appreciate how and where England
is vulnerable, closer consideration is required.
The importance of the trade route through the Mediter-
ranean to India, Australia, and China has already been pointed
out. To cut it east of India would cripple the British Empire :
were it cut west of India, England would, in effect, be
strangled and die.
India is vitally important because, although her people
are very poor, they are also very numerous and they have
their native industries. They provide most valuable markets,
for which hundreds of British companies manufacture.
The vast wealth of British business men is derived from them,
and the prosperity and, indeed, the existence of thousands
of British workmen depend on them. Naturally enough,
England has taken alarm at our peaceful penetration and
has done all she can to stop it.
The chain of naval bases that stretches from Gibraltar
in the west to Hongkong and Weihaiwei in the east bears
witness to the close and continual attention paid by British
statesmen and their naval advisers to the control and
protection of the trade route to the Far East. But the first
condition of its safety is the command of the sea in the
Mediterranean. For were it lost British ships would have
to go all the way round by the Cape of Good Hope.
That is why England always attaches so much importance
to it. She lost it once, but the clear-sighted Nelson gave
his life to recover it at Trafalgar. Since then the Union.
Jack [sic] has held undisputed sway over the Mediterranean.
To complete our understanding of this question of Britain
and the Mediterranean, we must know something of the
attitude of other countries to it.
France.
France and England, who fought together against
Germany, have returned to their mutual antagonism now
that the War is over. There is no need to explain why the
loss of their common enemy has led to a serious conflict
of interests. The saying, Things that can be joined can be
parted', sufficiently expresses the position. The British,
then, have to take into consideration the possibility of hostili-
ties with France.
The principal French interests in the Mediterranean are